EPISODE 16
AMB
TUNIS' LAIR

SOUND
FANNING WITH A PIECE OF PAPER

LINDA
Are you feeling better?

TUNIS
I... yes.  [sigh]  You might [swallows] want to lean back.

LINDA
[innocent] Oh.  Ok.

TUNIS
Thanks.

LINDA
[trying to get back to business] Well.  That on the monitor - you're sure that was studio 10?

TUNIS
That's where it says the feed is from.

LINDA
And that's the only one with people?

TUNIS
Mostly... yes.

LINDA
Mostly?

TUNIS
Well, I see Bingo's show, of course.  And sometimes, late at night, I can tune in another station - but it isn't always there.  

LINDA
What is it?

TUNIS
It's just one person talking, and the sound isn't very good. 

LINDA
A man or a woman?

TUNIS
It changes.  That's what kept me looking for it for a while.  But I gave up when it disappeared for a long time.  Thought it was finally gone for good.

LINDA
I sense a "but" in there?

TUNIS
One night I came across it again, purely by accident.  Since then, I've been trying to somehow boost the transmission so I can pick it up, but it doesn't appear reliably enough for me to experiment much.

LINDA
But Studio 10 definitely still has people - how many?

TUNIS
Gloria, Ruth, Bert, for sure.  Maybe Miss Gracielle, Todd, Rhonda - but I'm not sure.  They haven't shown up recently, but everyone still talks about them.

LINDA
You have a good memory.

TUNIS
Thanks.  Let me show you the devices I was getting ready.

LINDA
All right.  

SOUND
COUPLE STEPS - NEW DISTINCTIVE FEET FOR HER

TUNIS
I must apologize for being such a ... boor.  I've been alone for rather a long while.

LINDA
I understand.

TUNIS
Of course you do.  [sighs, muttered] no you don't.  [up]  These five are the only ones that are both portable and useful.

MUSIC
SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

AMB
ROMANCE


VOICES AS IF ON TV, NOT REAL

RUTH
And you won't believe what I found!

BERT
What?  Photos?
RUTH
No.  Much worse!

BERT
What could be worse?  You know what's IN those photos!
RUTH
I found this!

SOUND
FLAPS PAPER ACCUSINGLY

BERT
Oh, no!

GLORIA
Oh, yes!  Now you see the proof, and know you can never get out from under my control.

STELLA
[the only real sounding voice]  And... cut.
SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

MUSIC

AMB
BINGO ROOM
NELLIE
I definitely don't look like that.  I'm much taller!

PENNY
Shh.  Hello?

DODIE
Ro?

PENNY
Can you speak?

NELLIE
With a mouth like that - who knows.  Please tell me my mouth doesn’t--

PENNY
SHUSH!  [then quieter]  My name's Penny.

DODIE
peh-ee.

PENNY
Yes!  Penny.  And this is Nellie.  Just ignore her.

NELLIE
Hey!

PENNY
You have a name?

NELLIE
Why would... [not real sure] she?

PENNY
You came out of the box knowing your name.  

DODIE
Doh-dee.

PENNY
See?  Dodie?  That's your name?

DODIE
Doh-dee.

NELLIE
[muttered]  Even her uniform looks wrong.  [up] Maybe she didn't cook long enough?  We should put her back in and try again.

PENNY
Don't be mean.  

NELLIE
Then let's make another one - a good one.

PENNY
Dodie's just fine.  Besides, being small like that, she can fit into the vents, if she needs to.

NELLIE
[flat] That's exciting.

PENNY
Look, do I need to put you in a corner?

DODIE
[vicious] Koh-nuh.

PENNY
So you understand what we're saying?

DODIE
[a bit ominous] Ayeah.

MUSIC
SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

MUSIC
AMB
OLD MAN's LAB

SOUND
DISTANT SQUISHY NOISES

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

OLD MAN
[mumbling to self] Spring fever, maybe.  Who knows what time of year it is... out there?  

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

OLD MAN
Why else would everyone be going quite mad - and all at once.  [heavy sigh, tsks]

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC, CATCHES

BOWIE
[through heavy static] Boss?

SOUND
STATIC

OLD MAN
Darn rabbit ears.

SOUND
FIDDLING WITH ANTENNA

OLD MAN
Hmph.
SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

MARCO
[fading in and out] How many cars can one man drive?

SOUND
STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

OLD MAN
[muttering] Giggles shows up out of nowhere, Gary walks right into the red zone, and god knows where all those children were coming from.  Little vermin.  [up]  Do you know?

SOUND
ONE HONK

OLD MAN
Would you tell me if you did?

SOUND
ONE HONK

OLD MAN
Of course not.  

SOUND
MACHINE NOISE APPROACHES

OLD MAN
And where on god's green earth were you?  I had to remove a BODY all by myself!  I don't know why I keep you running at all.

SOUND
SAD MACHINE BOOP

OLD MAN
Well now I have a tied up clown to talk to - why would I need you?  Go back to your closet and think about that, why don't you?

SOUND
LOUPO ROLLS AWAY, DOOR SHUTS

MUSIC
SOUND
DOOR SHUTS
ISABELLE
[talking to herself] Damn you, Gina!  
SOUND
SOMETHING THROW AGAINST WALL

ISABELLE
After all this time - just when I got something of my own!  You just pop back in - the glamorous one!  The talented one!  The one all... the... men-- [breaks off with a sob, then rallying] That EVERYONE wants!  No!  I won't let you!  You will never--

SOUND
DOOR OPENS

ISABELLE
[gasp]

GOGGLES
You're s'posed to be on soon.

ISABELLE
[trying to sound tough]  Of course.  I'll be there momentarily.  Get the hell out for now. 
GOGGLES
[disgusted] Gee.

SOUND
DOOR SHUTS

ISABELLE
[now furious] She always got everything she ever wanted, and I get... that.  How... galling.  
MUSIC
AMB
TUNIS' LAIR

LINDA
Oh!  

TUNIS
What?

LINDA
It just occurred to me - if you can watch THEM, what if someone is watching you?

TUNIS
[chuckles] I took care of that ages ago.

LINDA
Took.. care of it?

TUNIS
Of course.  I disconnected all my cameras.  Half of them were already discombobulated anyway.  Shoddy craftsmanship.

LINDA
Then maybe there ARE still other people out there, and they just don't have cameras too?

TUNIS
[not very interested] Of course.  And you could just wander up and down the halls knocking on doors.  At least we KNOW there's people in the soap channel.
LINDA
Those ladies you know so much about?
TUNIS
At least.
MUSIC
AMB
OLD MAN's LAB

OLD MAN
And now for you, Giggles--  [urp!]

SOUND
ONE HONK

SOUND
SHORT SCUFFLE

SHABOO
[still a gruff whisper] Time to talk, [accusing] Professor Higginbotham!

OLD MAN
Giggles?  You've never been able to talk before!

SHABOO
You don't know as much as you think you do.    

OLD MAN
Well, that makes two of us!

SOUND
ZAP

SHABOO
[urk] 

SOUND
LONG SAD HONK

SOUND
BODY DROP

OLD MAN
Never underestimate a mad genius, my friend.

CINDY
GIGGLES!  Oh no!

OLD MAN
What?  Girl!  You?  But I killed you!

MUSIC
