EPISODE 18
SOUND
DISTANT SQUISHING NOISES


[They talk in whispers]

SHABOO
Shh!  Do you think it's getting closer?

CINDY
No.  

SHABOO
Are you sure?

CINDY
I just know what it sounds like.

SHABOO
Good enough, come on.

SOUND
A COUPLE OF QUIET STEPS

CINDY
[loud] No! [gasp, back to whispers]  No!  This way.

SHABOO
Why?

CINDY
I think ... I can just tell Rose is THIS way.

SHABOO
How?

CINDY
Um... It's a twin thing.

SHABOO
Lead on.

MUSIC

AMB
BINGO ROOM

SOUND
DUPLICATOR IS ALMOST DONE
PENNY
Oh... I hope this doesn’t break it!

DODIE
Dodie NOT boken!

PENNY
No, no!  I don't want the MACHINE to break.  We don't have anyone to fix it - unless Linda or Gina found someone who knows machines.  [beat]  I hope they're Okay.

DODIE
Who that?

PENNY
Gina and Linda?  They're more starrettes - like you.

DODIE
Like Dodie?  Like [snarling] Nellie?

PENNY
[offhand, distracted]  More like Nellie.

DODIE
No like.

PENNY
Oh, no!  They're nice.  Don't worry.

DODIE
[still mad] Like Nellie.

PENNY
Oh, Dodie. 

SOUND
BING AS MACHINE FINISHES

PENNY
[tense, alert] Oh!

SOUND
DOOR PSSSHs OPEN

PENNY
It shouldn't be smoking like that!

DODIE
See?

SOUND
ONE HEAVY FOOTSTEP.

PENNY
[a bit worried] I think so.

SOUND
SECOND HEAVY FOOTSTEP

DODIE
[temper tantrum] Too big!  Like Nellie! 

PENNY
It's all right, Dodie!  We all have to work together!

DODIE
No!

SOUND
PICKS UP THE METAL PIPE

PENNY
Dodie!  NO!

SOUND
METAL ON METAL CLANG

DODIE
Hate box!  Hate you!

PENNY
Don't break it!

DODIE
Back!  No stop me!

PENNY
Watch out, Dodie!

VICKY
[new starrette - deep raaar!]

SOUND
HEAVY THUD

DODIE
Oof!

SOUND
DODIE SKITTERS ACROSS ROOM, INTO BOOM TUBE

PENNY
No!  Dodie!  

SOUND
PENNY RUNS, DOOR SHUTS, PENNY SLAMS INTO IT, POUNDING ON DOOR

PENNY
No!  Open, darn it!

SOUND
BOOM CHUTE GOES

DODIE
[quickly dwindling] Ahhhhhhhh!

VICKY
[Frankenstein monster-like bellow]

PENNY
Oh, gosh!

SOUND
TWO HEAVY FOOTSTEPS

PENNY
[whimper]

MUSIC

SOUND
DISTANT SQUISHING NOISE
SOUND
QUIET STEPS, CINDY SPEEDS UP, LESS QUIET
SHABOO 
[hoarse whisper] Slow down!

CINDY
Rose!

SOUND
FALLS TO HER KNEES

CINDY
[crying]  Rose!

SOUND
GIGGLES CATCHES UP

SHABOO 
I'm SO sorry.

CINDY
She's really dead, isn’t she?

SHABOO 
Yes.

CINDY
Oh, Rose.

ROSE
[distant echo] Oh, Cindy!

MUSIC
MUSIC
SOAP MUSIC SWELLS

SOUND
DOOR SWOOSHES OPEN

LINDA
[gasp!]

TUNIS
Ahh.  [gulps]  Shall we?

LINDA
[uncertain] uh-huh [yes]  [sniffs, grimaces] What's that smell?

TUNIS
Disinfectant.  Must be Stella's soaps.  [leans in and whispers] Don't worry, I'm here.

MUSIC
GINA
What did you do to that poor boy to turn him into such a monster?

ISABELLE
Oh. Yes.  That's the Gina I remember.  Just blame ME for everything.  [beat]  I didn't have to DO anything - that little creep is just naturally that way.

GINA
But how could he - being WHO he is?

ISABELLE
Don't say it!  There's no reason for him to know--

GINA
Who his father is?

ISABELLE
Shh!

SOUND
A COUPLE STEPS, OPENS A DOOR TO PEER OUT
ISABELLE
You have to be careful!

GINA
YOU might, I don't have to.

SOUND
CLOSES DOOR QUIETLY

ISABELLE
There's no reason to hold THAT over his head!

GINA
It might help him!

ISABELLE
Help him?  

GINA
He's messed up!  If he knew--

ISABELLE
Knew that his father decided his career was more important than his child?  That he was almost within arm's reach of him for most of his life and his father wouldn’t even step out and give him a hug?  Or even look his way?

GINA
It wasn't - I can’t believe that's what happened.  He's never been like that--

ISABELLE
Giggles was ALWAYS a complete bastard.

MUSIC
MUSIC
SOAP

RUTH
[strangely plastic]  Welcome!  Welcome!  Come in, why don't you?

TUNIS
[gushing]  I know you!  You're Ruth!  Oh!  You're wonderful - I've watched you often.  I'm Tunis.  Tunis the unstoppable? [hoping for recognition]

RUTH
[none] Charmed.  

TUNIS
[sad sigh]

LINDA
They don't have a monitor like you do.

TUNIS
True.

RUTH
And you are?

LINDA
Oh, Linda.  Linda the star-- [cuts herself off]  Linda, uh--

TUNIS
The star maiden.  We're from science fiction.

LINDA
Yes.

RUTH
But you're here now.  That's lovely.  We can always use some new faces.

TUNIS
Oh, I know.  You've only had a few--

LINDA
New faces?  Oh, no - we're not here to be in the show.

TUNIS
Why not?

LINDA
We have things to do!

RUTH
Don't worry.  Everything will work out just fine.  Follow me.

MUSIC

SOUND
DISTANT SQUISHING NOISES

CINDY
[slight noise of effort]

SHABOO
We need to go.

CINDY
Just a sec-- [gasp] There!

SOUND
JINGLE OF A NECKLACE CHAIN

SHABOO
What is it?

CINDY
It's a heart.  Rose and I each have a half of it.  I can't bring her with me, But I can keep THIS safe [breaking a little] ...for her.

ROSE
[distant wispy] Look out!  It's coming!

SOUND
SQUISHY NOISES GET A BIT CLOSER

SHABOO
I think it's moving again.

CINDY
Goodbye, Rose.  [light kiss noise]

ROSE
[distant wispy] Run!  Run, Cindy!

CINDY
Come on!

SHABOO
I still need to find the room of bones.  There's something there I HAVE to get.

MUSIC

MUSIC
SOAP [on TV]


[Voices low, on TV]
LINDA
[suspicious] You're not - we're NOT in the show, are we?

RUTH
Don't worry, this is not the soundstage.

LINDA
Good.  We don't want to confuse anyone.

OLD MAN
[not on TV][groan]  

TUNIS
It wouldn't be so bad, would it?

LINDA
We don't have time!

OLD MAN
[not on TV][moan]

SOUND
SCRABBLE AS HE STARTS TO GET TO HIS FEET

OLD MAN
[not on TV] Ohhhh!

MUSIC ON TV CHANGES

STELLA
And now for a word from our sponsor!

SOUND
STELLA'S SOAPS AD COMES ON

OLD MAN
[not on TV] Blast.  What did that clown think he was doing, hitting me like that?

SOUND
SCRABBLES AROUND ON A TABLE, FINDS THE REMOTE

OLD MAN
You can shut up, too.

SOUND
CLICK TV OFF

SOUND
BOOM CHUTE ARRIVES

OLD MAN
Oh, what in the name of-- What now?

[closing]
