EPISODE 23
AMB 
CAVE [EVERYTHING ECHOES - VERY BIG SPACE]

GOGGLES
[annoyed] Hello?

SOUND
RATTLE OF LOOSE ROCKS

GOGGLES
[starting to get a bit afraid] Hello?  [to self] Can't see a darn thing.  Hello!


[waits until echoes dissipate]

GOGGLES
[sigh]

SOUND
ONE DISTANT FOOTSTEP

GOGGLES
[gasp]

MUSIC

SOUND
MUFFLED FLUSH

TUNIS
[TV] [exasperated sigh, then flat] Kill her then.  I don't negotiate.

SOUND
[TV] EXCITED MUSIC STING

SOUND
WATER RUNS BEHIND DOOR

SOUND
[TV] AD FOR STELLA'S SOAPS COMES ON

SOUND
DOOR OPENS, SHUFFLING FOOTSTEPS

OLD MAN
I'll tell you one thing, Dodie.  Don't get old.  [tsks, which slow, then stop] Dodie?  

SOUND
TURNS THE TV OFF, LISTENS

OLD MAN
Well, doesn't that just take the cake.  Where could that little mutant have wandered off to?  [sighs]  Ah, well.  Things to do, things to do.

SOUND
SQUISHY NOISE SLIDES INTO THE BACKGROUND

MUSIC

SOUND
LIQUID NOISES, SLOSHING AND SQUISHING

ROSE GHOST
Time to wake up!

CINDY
[gasping and spluttering as if coming up for air after nearly drowning] 

ROSE GHOST
You made it!

CINDY
Rose?  [coughs liquidly, gulps] 

ROSE GHOST
Yes?

CINDY
Didn't I die?

ROSE GHOST
No.  You're not dead.

CINDY
You sound...stronger.

ROSE GHOST
Do I?  I think perhaps we just now came very close together ...again.  

MUSIC

SOUND
END OF SOAP COMMERCIAL

MUSIC SWELLS

RUTH
[showing emotion for the first time, way too over the top to be real]  How can you be so heartless?  You said you loved her!

TUNIS
[snide] You're so cute.  When does Santa come, sweetie?

RUTH
[completely lost - genuine] What are you talking about?

TUNIS
Tsch.  I was commenting on your credulous nature.  [slowing down to talk to an idiot]  You seem to believe what you hear, so I thought you must believe in‑‑

STELLA
[commanding] Kill her.

TUNIS
[almost panicky] Wait!

RUTH
[happy] I knew it!

STELLA
[triumphant]  Yes?

TUNIS
[grinning evil]  Leave me the head.  I'll reclaim my...apparatus once the corpse is cold.

RUTH
[gasps]

MUSIC SWELLS

MUSIC

AMB
CAVE

SOUND
HEAVY BREATHING, VERY CLOSE.  

GOGGLES
[distant, echoey]  Hello?

SOUND
HEAVY BREATHING CATCHES WITH A GASP.  SNUFFLING NOISE

GOGGLES
[distant, echoey]  There's got to be some light somewhere!  This sucks.

SOUND 
SOUND MOVES RIGHT TOWARD GOGGLES.  THE BREATHING FADES LEFT

GOGGLES
I can't even tell which way is which!  [talking to keep himself company]  I guess I could walk--

SOUND
HESITANT STEPS ON GRAVEL

GOGGLES
Yeah, walk until I find a wall.  Then I can follow-- Ow!

SOUND
TRIP AND FALL, ROCKS SCATTER

GOGGLES
What the hell's all over the floor?

SOUND
SCRABBLING AROUND

GOGGLES
Ow!  [sticks hand in mouth, then talks around it]  Man!

SOUND
DISTANT, THE BREATHING QUIETLY APPROACHES 

MUSIC

AMB
HIGGINBOTHAM'S LAB

SOUND
SQUISHING NOISE CLOSE, SOUNDS "off"

OLD MAN
Now what did you get into this time?  That's twice this week!

SOUND
SQUISHING WHIMPER

OLD MAN
Perhaps it's growing pains.  You've been really packing it on the last year or so.  

SOUND
RUNS WATER INTO BUCKET

SOUND
SQUISHING MOAN

OLD MAN
Well, we'll put a stop to that, won't we?  [grunts with effort] 

SOUND
BUCKET SET ONTO FLOOR

OLD MAN
This should help a bit.

SOUND
OPENING A BOX, THEN POURING SOMETHING INTO WATER.

OLD MAN
Give it a moment, then drink it all - it's good for you.

SOUND
LOTS AND LOTS OF ALKA-SELTZER FIZZ

MUSIC

ROSE GHOST
Open your eyes now.

CINDY
It's dark.

ROSE GHOST
Yes.

CINDY
Is this what... happened to Linda?

ROSE GHOST
I think so.

CINDY
But why - I'm not a Starrette!

ROSE GHOST
No, but [prompting] you are....

CINDY
Are?

ROSE GHOST
Are my duplicate.  

CINDY
So you saved me?  By being eated?

ROSE GHOST
I think so.

CINDY
You're the bestest sister ever.

ROSE GHOST
You should get back to everyone.

CINDY
How?  I can’t see anything.  Can you?

ROSE GHOST
No.  But there must be a way - Linda came back.  And it didn't take too long, so the way out must be kind of close.

SOUND
GETTING UP

CINDY
Eenie, meenie, miney, mo....

MUSIC

SOUND
TWO PEOPLE WALKING QUICKLY, ONE IN TAPS, THE OTHER IN BIG FLOPPY SHOES

GINA
[slightly breathless]  He can't have gone far - he's not exactly sprinter material.  [beat]  Why didn't you say anything?

BINGO
I couldn't let on.

SOUND
TAPS STOP, FORCE THE SHOES TO STOP, RUSTLE AS SHE GRABS HIM

GINA
To me?

BINGO
It would have put you in danger.

GINA
Staying with me in the outland, that wasn't putting me in danger?

BINGO
It was vital that Bingo stayed dead.  To everyone.

GINA
[biting] And the whole Shaboo façade?

BINGO
[grim] Every time I heard Giggles' name, it was like... like watching him die all over again.

GINA
What happened?

BINGO
We should keep moving.

SOUND
HE STARTS WALKING

GINA
Tell me!

SOUND
HE STOPS

BINGO
[long breath]  Someone set me up.  They tried to kill me.

MUSIC

AMB
CAVE

SOUND
CRAWLING THROUGH DEBRIS

GOGGLES
[muttering to himself] This sucks so bad!  I hate everyone.  But especially giggles.  And bingo.  How could he do that - get my hopes up?  

SOUND
BREATHING SLOWLY MOVES CLOSER, BUT STILL JUST AT THE EDGE OF SOUND

GOGGLES
And I hate--  What?

SOUND
CRAWLING STOPS

GOGGLES
[trying to breath quietly, then] Hmm. [takes a deep breath]  Oh well.

SOUND
DISTANT ECHOEY SLURP

GOGGLES
Who's there???

SOUND
DISTANT MOVEMENT ACROSS BROKEN ROCKS

GOGGLES
Say something!  I'll hurt you!

SOUND
MOVEMENT GETS A BIT CLOSER

SOUND
GOGGLES STARTS TO MOVE, TRYING TO GET AWAY

GOGGLES
Ow!  Man this is -- OW!  [whimpers]

SOUND
BREATHING GETS CLOSER

GOGGLES
Help!  Someone!  

SOUND
BREATHING GETS CLOSER, OTHER CREEPY NOISES WITH IT

GOGGLES
Please!!!

SOUND
BREATHING IS ALMOST ON HIM

GOGGLES
[crying] 

SOUND
DOOR OPENS

SOUND
BREATHING RUNS AWAY

GOGGLES  
Hello?

SOUND
DOOR SHUTS

MUSIC

MUSIC SWELLS

STELLA
Oh, bother.

BERT
Should I--?

STELLA
[commanding] Leave.  You also.

RUTH
[flat] Be seeing you.

SOUND
FOOTSTEPS, DOOR CLOSES

TUNIS
[arch] Mercy?

STELLA
I can’t bear to see a potential actor wasted.

TUNIS
Ahhh.

STELLA
Please tell me more about your invention.

TUNIS
I want your promise there will be no more of these futile childish games.

STELLA
[getting angry] Futile?  Childish?

TUNIS
You cannot threaten me.

STELLA
[defensive] I could threaten to kill you.

TUNIS
But I know you won't.  Not if you want any hint of my various inventions.  Or my solution to your problem.

STELLA
I can do without--  [complete change of tone] Solution?  

TUNIS
To your actor problem.

MUSIC

SOUND
DOOR CLOSES

CINDY
Nope, just dark there too.

ROSE GHOST
Keep following the wall.

SOUND
SLOW LITTLE FOOTSTEPS

CINDY
[determined] There HAS to be a way back.

ROSE GHOST
Uh-huh. [yes]  

SOUND
DISTANT WAIL [goggles] 

CINDY
What was that?

SOUND
FOOTSTEPS STOP

ROSE GHOST
[evasive] Nothing.

CINDY
No - I heard someone.  I think it came from that last door.

SOUND
FOOTSTEPS GOING BACK

ROSE GHOST
Don't--

CINDY
I can’t just leave him!  What if he's hurt?

SOUND
DOOR OPENS

ROSE GHOST
It's dangerous in there!

CINDY
Precisely.  [calling into echoey room] Hello?

SOUND
DISTANT SCRABBLING

GOGGLES
[very far off] Help!

MUSIC
