EPISODE 24
MUSIC
CREEPY

SOUND
DISTANT RHYTHMIC POUNDING OF A DOZEN TAP SHOES

FEMALE VOICES
[whispered in chorus] Join us!

NELLIE
No!  I don't know who-- what-- you are!

FEMALE VOICES
[whispered in chorus] Join us!

NELLIE
[freaking out] Go away!  Just leave me alone!

FEMALE VOICES
[whispered in chorus] Join us!

NELLIE
[screaming] What do you want?

SOUND
TAPS SUDDENLY CUT OUT, OMINOUS SILENCE
NELLIE
Hello?

SOUND
ONE SET OF TAP FOOTSTEPS APPROACHES - OMINOUS AND SLOW 

NELLIE
Oh!

MUSIC

SOUND
ORGAN FLOURISH, MUSIC STARTS

PENNY
[hissing panicky whisper] Isabelle!  I don't know this song!  

ISABELLE
[off] Watch the teleprompter.

PENNY
Isabelle?  Ohh!

SOUND
HEAVY TAPS GO PAST, ONTO STAGE

PENNY
Vicky, wait!  

SOUND
CHILDREN LAUGH

PENNY
Oh Vicky!

SOUND
PENNY SKITTERS OUT AFTER HER

SOUND
MUSIC VAMPS UP TO THE VERSE

PENNY
[clears her throat]

ISABELLE
[whispered yell] That's your CUE!  [commanding] Cathy, vamp!

SOUND
MUSIC REPEATS THE INTRO, SLOWING AND WARPING AS IT COMES UP ON THE VERSE

PENNY
[whimper]

MUSIC

SOAP MUSIC SWELLS

STELLA
[avid] You can bring me actors?

TUNIS
Better.  But--

LINDA
[waking up noises]

TUNIS
[matter of fact] --if you’re NOT going to kill her, my mind control is reaching a critical point, and I need to complete the transference of her will into my control.

STELLA
[almost begging] You WILL give me my actors?

TUNIS
[cold, stern] We can come to an arrangement.  Now I must have quiet.

STELLA
Of course.

LINDA
[gasps awake]

MUSIC

SOUND
TAP SHOES SLOWLY APPROACH

NELLIE
Stay back!

TINA
[whispered voice] We mean you no harm, sister.

NELLIE
Sister?  I don't know you!

TINA
[whispered voice] You were meant to be here.  With us.

NELLIE
Come into the light!  You're scaring me.

TINA
[whispered voice] Fear is the surest road to strength.

NELLIE
[baffled] What?

TINA
Just go with it.

NELLIE
Um, all right.

TINA
[whispered voice, spooky again] Do you wish to join the sisterhood you were made to join?

NELLIE
You're not...going to... hurt me?

TINA
Don't be silly.  [spooky]  But you must swear to abide by our laws, to support your sisters in their every endeavor, and never to reveal the secrets we unveil to you.

NELLIE
Um, ok.

TINA
[whispered voice]  You swear?

NELLIE
I swear.

TINA
Now, you get to prove it.  Bring forth the ordeal!

SOUND
MANY TAPS RUSH FORWARD

MUSIC

GINA
Tried to kill you?  Oh Bingo!  Who?

BINGO
If I knew, I wouldn't have had to remain in hiding all these years.  For all I knew, it might've been you.

GINA
Oh, please.  Surely you don't--

BINGO
No, no.  Not any more.  

GINA
Chances are, whoever it was, they're long gone.  So many people are.

MUSIC
AMB
Prof. H's lair

SOUND
TV ON

OLD MAN
Maybe she saw something on this thing...  Now THAT'S interesting.  How did HE get all the way over THERE?

[ON TV]

LINDA
How could you do this to me, Tunis?  I was really liking you!

TUNIS
[breaking for a moment] Oh?  [back to evil]  You knew I was a scorpion when you took up with me.

STELLA
What do you do now?

TUNIS
I must have silence to assert my mental control over her.

LINDA
But I--!

TUNIS
Silence!

LINDA
No!  I won't let you take over my body!

TUNIS
[to Stella] Have you something I can use as a gag?

STELLA
No.

OLD MAN
[not TV] Stella?  You dumb broad.  You must have gone right off the pier.

TUNIS
I'll just have to use my sleeve, then.

LINDA
No! [muffled]

TUNIS
[evil chuckle]  Now, I must gaze deeply into the subject's eyes.  

MUSIC
TURNS OMINOUS, SWELLS

MUSIC
THEN TURNS INTO THE ORGAN MUSIC AS IT REACHES THE VERSE AGAIN

PENNY
Oh, no!  

CHILDREN
[are restless]


[out of nowhere]

VICKY
[lovely singing voice] 
one is one and two is two 
and one and two is three that's true--

PENNY
[flabbergasted] Vicky?

VICKY
and one and two and three are six 
These are little counting tricks
six and and one and two are nine
that's more of yours and more of mine
and nine and six and three is great
for that's the same and 10 and 8
PENNY
Wow!

MUSIC

SOUND
PHONE BEING DIALED

SOUND
FINGERS TAPPING

SOUND
PHONE [other end] RINGS

OLD MAN
Pick up.  Come on.  [sigh]

[on TV]

TUNIS
[triumphant!] Yes!  Watch her twitch as I explore her nervous system.

SOUND
STRAPS CREAK AS LINDA STRUGGLES

TUNIS
A new mind is always a fascinating and distracting place.
SOUND
A PHONE RINGS IN THE DISTANT BACKGROUND, GOES ON RINGING
STELLA
She is completely in thrall?
TUNIS
[avid] Oh, yes.  [offhand] Don't you want to get that?

STELLA
They’ll call back.

TUNIS
Ah.  [commanding] Raise your right arm.  [beat] Good.
STELLA
I am favorably impressed.

OLD MAN
[not TV] Stupid bag of bolts.

SOUND
HANGS UP

TUNIS
Acknowledge me as your master!

LINDA
[struggling] No, I - I - [more struggling noises] Yes!  Master!
SOUND
PHONE STOPS RINGING IN THE BG
TUNIS
[evil laugh that carries on for quite some time]

STELLA
Very nice.

TUNIS
Oh, it's nothing.  [Commanding] You belong to no one but me!
LINDA
[trying to say no]

TUNIS
Say it!

LINDA
[gasping] I belong to no one but you!

TUNIS
[far too much subtext] Excellent.

MUSIC

SOUND
ORGAN MUSIC ENDS WITH A FLOURISH

PENNY
That was great, Vicky!

CHILDREN
[applaud wildly]

VICKY
Uhh! [afraid!]

PENNY
What's wrong?  Don't be afraid!

VICKY
Uhh! [louder]

SOUND
TAP SHOES STUMBLE INTO AUDIENCE

CHILDREN
[scream]

VICKY
Uhhh!

PENNY
Stop!  Vicky!  Don't throw that-- Oh no, kid!

SOUND
PANDEMONIUM, SCREAMS, RUNNING

SOUND
ORGAN MUSIC TURNS INTO FIGHT MUSIC
PENNY
Vicky, come, Vicky!

VICKY
Uhh!

SOUND
SMACK.  PENNY GOES SKIDDING ACROSS THE STAGE.  THUMP, ALL NOISE WARPS AND FADES OUT

MUSIC

SOUND
RHYTHMIC TAPPING OF TAPS

TINA
We are sisters.

STARRETTES
We are sisters.

NELLIE
[straining]  We... are sisters.

TINA
We will never betray this bond.

STARRETTES
We will never betray this bond.

NELLIE
[straining]  We - I will never --

TINA
[calm] betray this bond.

NELLIE
[straining] Betray this bond.

TINA
I will tear out my own tongue first.

STARRETTES
I will tear out my own tongue first.

NELLIE
[straining] Ew.  I will tear out my own tongue first.

TINA
Bring forth the cup!

STARRETTES
Bring forth the cup!

NELLIE
[Straining] Bring forth--

TINA
Shh.  [up]  Remove the weights, and let our new sister drink!

SOUND
TAP SHOES MOVE, HEAVY WEIGHTS BEING SHIFTED, GRUNTS

MUSIC
STELLA
You are truly a genius.

TUNIS
Of course.  Nice to be recognized by someone of your obvious intelligence.  [insinuating] I don't suppose this means you'll let me meet you face to face?

STELLA
No.  That's just not possible, Tunis - I may call you Tunis, may'n't I?

TUNIS
I would be honored.

STELLA
[fervent] Enough of the smarm, then.  Tell me what plan you have for me and my actors!

TUNIS
Mmm. I like directness.  I have something that should do just the trick for you.  There are blueprints in my old lab for a machine--

STELLA
You can’t--

TUNIS
No, no!  I don't expect you to trust me to return if I go back for them.  I have them all up HERE, too.  It's just a matter of re‑creating them for you.

STELLA
What does it do?  Attract people?  Like a magnet?

TUNIS
Better.

STELLA
Better than bringing people to me?

TUNIS
Oh yes!  [musing]  Of course, I will have to add a little more to the process - something to make sure they can never leave you once you've got them.

STELLA
[breathless with excitement] Yes?  What?  What's better than bringing people here?

TUNIS
[evil chuckle] MAKING them.

MUSIC
