EPISODE 25
AMB
CAVE

[everything echoes, a lot]

GOGGLES
I heard you!  I know you're there!  Open the door again!

SOUND
DOOR OPENS

GOGGLES
Hello?

CINDY
[distant] Who's there?

GOGGLES
I want out of here!  Turn on a light or something! 

SOUND
BREATHING SLOWLY SNEAKING UP FROM THE SIDE 

CINDY
[distant] Can't you just follow my voice?

GOGGLES
[scornful]  Yeah, right.  The echoes make that real easy.

CINDY
[is that you?] Goggles?  

GOGGLES
Uh, yeah.

CINDY
How'd you get all the way down here?

GOGGLES
I dunno.  How did you?

CINDY
I was, uh--

GOGGLES
Look, come and get me, then we can talk all we want.

CINDY
How can I get you?  I don't know where you are either.

GOGGLES
[scornful noise] huh!  Just like a dumb girl.

CINDY
I could just shut the door and leave you there!

GOGGLES
Fine then!

CINDY
Fine!

SOUND
DOOR STARS TO SLOWLY CLOSE

SOUND
A BIT OF SILENCE, THE BREATHING GETS CLOSER

GOGGLES
Oh, crap.  Don't!

CINDY
Be nice.

GOGGLES
Nice?  What are you talking about?

CINDY
Be nice.  Say you're sorry for calling me a dumb girl.

GOGGLES
Oh, for crying out loud.

CINDY
I wonder if this door locks?

GOGGLES
[shriek] Don’t!  

SOUND
BREATHING BACKS OFF A BIT

GOGGLES
Jeez, don't be a pig!  [surly] I'm sorry.  Gah.

CINDY
Well.  Tsk.  It's a start.

MUSIC
SOUND
PANDEMONIUM, CHILDREN RUNNING AND SCREAMING
JUNIE
[small child] [whimpering, crying] 

SOUND
HEAVY TAP SHOES LUMBERING PAST AND OFF INTO THE DISTANCE

JUNIE
[starts to calm down]  Scary gone?  [urp!]

SOUND
STRUGGLE AS SHE'S GRABBED AND DRAGGED AWAY

MUSIC
AMB
CAVE, ECHOES

[Cindy is still distant]

GOGGLES
[screaming] Something touched me!

CINDY
Come on!  Come toward me!

GOGGLES
I can't run in here!  The ground's all broken and pokey!  Oh, jeez! I heard something!

CINDY
Start walking, then!  Careful!  Don't pick your feet up too much, just push along the floor!

SOUND
SLOW, SLIDING CRUNCHY FOOTSTEPS

GOGGLES
It's gonna get me!  And you're no help!

CINDY
I don't even like you!

GOGGLES
But you wouldn't leave me to die?

CINDY
Just keep moving!  I think you sound a little closer!

SOUND
BREATHING GETS LOUD AGAIN

GOGGLES
Oh!

SOUND
A COUPLE OF RUNNING STEPS, THEN A FALL

GOGGLES
[squeal of pain]

CINDY
If only it wasn't so dark!

GOGGLES
[screams in earnest] It's here!  No!  Don't touch me!

MUSIC
GINA
We've lost him.

BINGO
Damn.  That boy is due for a good tanning.

SOUND
MUFFLED DISTANT SCREAMS

GINA
What the--?

BINGO
Come on!

SOUND
RUNNING - FLOPPY AND TAP 

MUSIC
SOUND
PHONE RINGS

SOUND
CLICK

STELLA
[on phone throughout] What?

OLD MAN
What in blue blazes are you doing over there?

STELLA
Who are you to question me?

OLD MAN
Send that cotton picking villain back to his own dratted studio.

STELLA
He can help me.

OLD MAN
That is not his job!

STELLA
No.  It's YOUR job.  But you're not doing it, are you?

OLD MAN
What do you mean?

STELLA
You put me here to maintain this show, and then don't bat an eye as I start to run out of actors.  

OLD MAN
I am ordering you to-- 

STELLA
You're in no position to--

OLD MAN
I still have the BUTTON.

STELLA
[gasps] You wouldn't!

OLD MAN
Can you really count on that?

STELLA
[pleading] Please!  He's going to make me some actors!

OLD MAN
Make them?

STELLA
That's what he says!

OLD MAN
Hmm.  You may just have my attention now.

STELLA
What can I do to convince you--?

OLD MAN
You must make sure you tell me EXACTLY what his plans are.  

STELLA
Of course!

OLD MAN 
If it works, it will be a VERY useful invention--

SOUND
HANGS UP

OLD MAN
--For ME.

MUSIC
SOUND
MUFFLED PANDEMONIUM IN THE BACKGROUND

SOUND
RUNNING FEET, TAP AND FLOPPY, SKID TO A HALT

BINGO
[whispered] I think it's behind this door.  On three?

GINA
Yeah.

BINGO 
One, two--

BINGO AND GINA
THREE!

SOUND
DOOR BURSTS OPEN

SOUND
CHILDREN SOBBING.  SMALL FEET RUNNING AROUND

ISABELLE
Oh god, what now? [gasps]  You!

GINA
Yeah.  I'm back.

ISABELLE
Not YOU... Giggles!

SOUND
HESITATION, THEN TWO HONKS

MUSIC
MUSIC SWELLS
TUNIS
We are alone.  For a moment.  

LINDA
[dull] Master--?

TUNIS
Be silent.

SOUND
WHIRRING NOISE, SMASHING METAL [breaking cameras]

TUNIS
I despise being spied upon.

LINDA
[dull] What would you have me do?

TUNIS
[throaty growl]  Mm.  Don't ask such questions when I have work to do.  

SOUND
CLEARS DESK WITH A SWOOP, UNROLLS A BIG SHEAF OF PAPER

TUNIS
Now, for those schematics...

LINDA
[on a weird filter, less of an automaton] What DO you want me to do?

TUNIS
[same filter, kindly] I would say get some rest--

LINDA
[filter] I just had all the rest I can stand--

TUNIS
Hmm... Slave, come and rub my neck.

LINDA
[gasps]

SOUND
CREAK OF LEATHER AS SHE STANDS AND MOVES, FOOTSTEPS

MUSIC

AMB
CAVE

SOUND
ROCK SHIFTING NOISES 
GOGGLES
[distant, echoey]  I hurt my knee!  This stinks!  

CINDY
[tsk, sigh] I'm coming.

ROSE GHOST
Take my hand.  I can see him.

CINDY
Oh!  All right.

SOUND
SURE, RAPID FOOTSTEPS

CINDY
I'm coming.

GOGGLES
Hurry up!

ROSE GHOST
You don't have to help him, you know.  He's a big bully.

CINDY
But I'M not - and he sounds like he's really in trouble.

GETTING CLOSER TO HIM  

GOGGLES
Are you talking to me?

CINDY
No!  I'm - I'm trying to keep track of how many steps.

GOGGLES
Move quicker, I hear the thing again!  I kicked it, but it won't stay away for long.

CINDY
What ... what do you expect me to do?  

ALMOST THERE

GOGGLES
Well... get me out of here!

CINDY
You're a lot older than me!  You should be the one helping me.  Don't be such a baby.

GOGGLES
[furious] Baby?  I'll show you, baby!

CINDY
You're being a dummy.

GOGGLES
A baby AND a dummy!  You can go jump in a lake!

CINDY
Fine.  I'll go.  

SOUND
BREATHING

CINDY
Wow - there sure IS something else here, isn't there?

ROSE GHOST
Careful.  

GOGGLES
[squealing again] Where?

MUSIC
AMB
STUDIO

SOUND
CHILDREN STILL UPSET, SOME CRYING
ISABELLE
God, I am so glad you're here.  Can you help me?

GINA
You want help, after all the crap you put me through?  She tied me up - did I mention that - and threatened to smack me around as part of the show.

SOUND
HONK EXCLAMATION

ISABELLE
I'm under a lot of pressure.  But right now, the help I need is getting these children settled again - I just did a head count and there are five missing!

GINA
Oh, crap.

SOUND
TWO HONKS

GINA
What started all this anyway?

ISABELLE
This strange starrette.  A friend of Penny's.  Tall and gaunt but ropy with muscles, and not much of a talker - though she could sing like an angel.

GINA
We all can.  So where's Penny?  We can ask her.

ISABELLE
Um... no.

GINA
Why not?

ISABELLE
Come along.

MUSIC

AMB
CAVE

GOGGLES
[startled yelp] Yah!

CINDY
[gasp] That's just me!

SOUND
RUSTLE OF GRABBING
GOGGLES
I'm so glad!

CINDY
We should get out of here-- Shh!

SOUND
BREATHER ON THE LEFT

ROSE GHOST
This way!

CINDY
This way!

SOUND
STUMBLING RUN AWAY FROM BREATHER

GOGGLES
Don't let go of me!

SOUND
STUMBLE, CATCH HIMSELF

SOUND
BREATHER, DISTANT, ON THE RIGHT

ROSE GHOST
Turn!

CINDY
Oh, no!  This way!

GOGGLES
Why?

CINDY
There's another one!

GOGGLES
[squeals]

CINDY
Save your breath!

SOUND
RUNNING

SOUND
BREATHERS RECEDE

ROSE GHOST
Slow down!

CINDY
Slow?

GOGGLES
No!

SOUND
SCUFFLE, SLAM INTO WALL

GOGGLES
Ow!

CINDY
I said slow!

ROSE GHOST
Follow the wall.

CINDY
Come on, we'll-- [shrieks]

GOGGLES
What? What is it?

CINDY
I touched something!  Back, back along the wall!

SOUND
BREATHER, REALLY CLOSE

GOGGLES
No!  It's right here! [screams]

MUSIC
