EPISODE 28
SOUND
DOOR OPENS

SOUND
BOOTS WALK OUT, SLOWLY

SOUND
DOOR SHUTS; BOOTS START RUNNING DOWN HALLWAY

SOUND
DISTANT DOOR OPENS; HORDE OF TAP SHOES ENTER THE HALL
SOUND
BOOTS STOP, SQUEAK AS THEY TURN

SOUND
TAP SHOES GET CLOSER, LOUDER
LINDA
Holy Cow!

SOUND
SMALL SHOES SKIP FORWARD

CINDY
[distant] Linda?  Or - or Gina?

LINDA
Rose?  Or is it Cindy?

MUSIC
AMB
BINGO ROOM MACHINES IN BG
BINGO
[muffled] No!

GINA
What's wrong?

PENNY
[breathing roughly]

GINA
Shh. Shh.  

SOUND
FLOPPY SHOES DASH OUT OF THE ROOM, HE HITS IN THE DOOR FRAME

BINGO
[anguish] Gone!  It's all destroyed!

GINA
All?  All what?

BINGO
Half the machines in here have been smashed.  I don't know how many of them could possibly still work, but they look awful.

GINA
So we can't--

BINGO
Not here.

GINA
Oh no!  Wait, you said the next nearest one was--

BINGO
In Professor Higginbotham's Lab - beyond the red zone.

MUSIC
NELLIE
Why are you dressed like that?

LINDA
It's a long story.  

TINA
We're on our way to GET star crunch!

STARRETTES
Yeah!

VICKY
[Aroo?]

CINDY
Come with us!

LINDA
[awe, pleased] Did you MAKE all of these?

TINA
No, silly.  Loupo's been saving us for years - one by one.  He can't save all of us, but he spirited away every fired starrette he could.

NELLIE
Are you with us?

LINDA
I have something to do first.  But yes - I'll catch up!  [gasps]

TUNIS
[strange, strained] Linda?  [gasp] Linda?

LINDA
I have to go!

SOUND
BOOTED FEET RUN OFF
MUSIC
SOUND
HOLD MUSIC PLAYS ON A PHONE

OLD MAN
[heavy sigh]  Why do you even call?

SOUND
MUSIC CUTS OUT

OLD MAN
Yes?  Hello?

SOUND
MUSIC STARTS AGAIN

OLD MAN
[disgusted noise]

MUSIC
SOUND
DOOR OPENS

SOUND
LINDA'S FEET

TUNIS
[strange] The third shelf near the door.

LINDA
[strange] Roll X14?

TUNIS
[strange, suddenly strained]  Yessss!

LINDA
[strange, merging into normal] Fine.

SOUND
ROLL SLID OUT OF SHELF

SOUND
[BEAT, THEN] METALLIC NET OFF OF HEAD.

CINDY
What's that?

LINDA
[gasps] Goodness!  You gave me such a fright!  This?  Plans for a machine.

CINDY
No, the silver thing.

LINDA
This?  [guilty] Nothing.

ROSE GHOST
It's important.

CINDY
Really?

LINDA
All right.  You got me.  It's.... a telepathy grid.

CINDY
What's that?

LINDA
It lets me talk - in my mind - to .... to... [breaking down a bit, then very quick]  To someone else.

ROSE GHOST
Just like us.

CINDY
That makes sense.

LINDA
[losing herself in reminiscence] He told them he was making me a slave, but only to protect me!  

MUSIC FOR FLASHBACK  

LINDA
I was really liking you!

TUNIS
[breaking for a moment] Oh?  [back in character]  You knew I was a scorpion when you took up with me.  I must have silence to assert my mental control.

LINDA
But I--!

TUNIS
Silence!

TUNIS
[strange mental voice] Please! Linda, listen--

LINDA
I won't let you take over my body!

TUNIS
[mental] Don't be silly!

LINDA
Don't be-- [cut off, muffled] 

TUNIS
...something I can use as a gag?  I'll just have to use my sleeve, then.

LINDA
No! [muffled]

TUNIS
[evil chuckle]

TUNIS
[mental voice] Linda, please calm down and listen to me!  Please!  It's very difficult to keep up two conversations at once, so just keep your mouth shut and THINK to me.

TUNIS
Now, I must gaze deeply into the subject's eyes.  

MUSIC
TURNS OMINOUS THEN SOFTENS AND GETS ECHOEY FOR THE MENTAL CONVERSATION
[both are mental talking]

LINDA
How could you try and take over my body?  

TUNIS
I'm not.  What you have on your head is a telepathy grid.  A thought transference device - much like a telephone, but sending directed THOUGHTS, rather than words.

LINDA
Why?  Why did you knock me out?

TUNIS
There were eyes and ears everywhere in this studio.  If I'd noticed them immediately, we could have turned and run, but we were too far in--

LINDA
You haven't turned evil, then?

TUNIS
[not very convincing] I'll always be evil, but never toward you.  you must believe me, my ... my love.  [deep mental breath]  But you just WOULDN'T stop talking about feeling something fishy, and I couldn't convince you to shut up without letting THEM know that I was seeing it too.  As long as they think they've fooled me, we might be safe.

LINDA
But what would they do?

TUNIS
Hold on.

TUNIS
[voice] yes.  Watch her twitch as I explore her nervous system.

LINDA
Does this communication work for good?  I mean, forever?

TUNIS
Until you remove the metal web I placed on your head.  
[back to normal voices]
TUNIS
You belong to no one but me.

LINDA
[trying to say no]

TUNIS
Say it!

LINDA
[gasping] I belong to no one but you!

TUNIS
[way too much subtext]  Excellent.

MUSIC ENDS FLASHBACK

CINDY 
Then why did you take it off?  He could help us, maybe.

LINDA
[deeply hurt]  He's ...busy.  [changing the subject]  Where's your sister?

ROSE GHOST
It's OK.  I like Linda.

CINDY
She's dead.  But she still talks to me in my head.  Kind of like your wire thing there.

LINDA
Except ...he's not dead.

MUSIC

MUSIC SWELLS

TUNIS
[gasp]  Linda?

RUTH
What’s that?

STELLA
Isn't that your slave?  IS there a problem with bringing the plans?

TUNIS
[sigh, then bummed]  No. No problems.

GLORIA
Come BACK here, then.  [rowr]

MUSIC
CINDY
We should go!  They must be almost to Star Crunch by now!

SOUND
DOOR OPENS, TAP SHOES COME OUT

LINDA
Ta-da!  

CINDY
I liked the black one better.  

LINDA
It was just a costume.  It didn't... matter.  [deep breath]  Let's go!

MUSIC
SOUND
GROUP OF TAP SHOES IN THE DISTANCE

GINA
What's that?

BINGO
Whatever it is, it's coming this way.  Here, give me Penny in case we need to run!

SOUND
RUSTLE AS THEY TRANSFER HER

GINA
It sounds so darn... familiar.

SOUND
TAPS HER FOOT

GINA
That's ...odd.

BINGO
Get ready to run.

GINA
No!  [realizing, glad] No, I - I think it's‑‑!

SOUND
TAP SHOES ROUND CORNER

BINGO
What the hell?

GINA
[hushed, awe] They DID it!

MUSIC

SOUND
FEET RUNNING, LINDA AND CINDY

CINDY 
This is the wrong way!

LINDA
I have to deliver this.  Here.

SOUND
THEY STOP

SOUND
DOOR OPENS

CINDY
Are we going in?

LINDA
Hell no.

SOUND
HURLS ROLL OF PLANS, THEY ROLL AND SKITTER
LINDA
Come on.  They must be almost there!

SOUND
FEET TAKE OFF AGAIN

SOUND
DOOR SHUTS

MUSIC
AMB
BINGO ROOM NOISES JUST A BIT IN THE BG

GINA
And there are how many of you?

TINA
14.  Fifteen if that other one--

NELLIE
She said her name was Linda--

TINA
Gets back before we go in.  With you, that makes 16.

GINA
I can't--  

NELLIE
What?

GINA
I'm ... the original.  [sheepish] I don't think I ... count.  Far as we know, it only can't eat duplicates.

BINGO
Gina and I will watch the doors.  Make sure no one comes in or tries to stop you - at least from this side.

TINA
This side?

BINGO
The layout of the red zone is like this--

MUSIC
SOUND
RUNNING FEET
CINDY
I hear them!

LINDA
I know we're going to beat it!

CINDY
And then what do you do?

LINDA
Then?

CINDY
Yeah.  

LINDA
[grim] I'll worry about that when we get there.

MUSIC
