EPISODE 7
MUSIC 
SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
TELETYPE
HENRY JOHNSON
It's absolute pandemonium out there!  People are disappearing right and left--

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

MARCO
Don't tell me -- Our only contestant is the spirit of Christmas past?

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
SHARP FOOTSTEPS
ISABELLE
[matter-of-fact] Penny?  Penny-- Oh, Goggles, have you seen Penny?

GOGGLES
[not convincing] Nope.

ISABELLE
[a bit annoyed] She was with you a moment ago.  She needs to go on as soon as the poodles get tired.

GOGGLES
The poodles are dumb.

ISABELLE
One rule of show biz is you go with what works, regardless of whether you like it or not.  Now, Penny was with you when we broke for commercial.

GOGGLES
[dark] Penny's dumb too.

ISABELLE
[suspicious]  What did you do?

GOGGLES
[shrug] Dunno.

SOUND
GRIP, SHAKE

ISABELLE
What did you do?

GOGGLES
[matter of fact, snide] She wanted a pony.  

ISABELLE
A pony?

GOGGLES
I told her that there were all sorts of ponies.  Through there.

[beat]

ISABELLE
Oh, bloody hell.

GOGGLES
What?

ISABELLE
[sigh] We're going to need a new dancer.  

MUSIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

MATILDA
[almost in tears]  Right to this line on the cup with flour - if you have some flour - and pour into the [sob] bowl with the other [losing it] ingredients‑‑

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

GREGORY
Tonight we have a quartet performing the [sigh] famous quartet for sax and three clarinets by that great composer--
SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

MUSIC

FLASHBACK MUSIC SWELLS, then turns tinny
SOUND
HORRIBLE SQUISHY NOISE IS CLOSE, BUT TINNY
LINDA
(voice over) It swelled through the doorway, like the monstrous ghost of some kind of gelatinous dessert.

GINA
What flavor?

LINDA
From the color?  Spam.

SOUND
GAGGING HORN

GINA
But, Gary--?

LINDA
He was...very brave.

MUSIC FILLS OUT AGAIN

GARY
[screaming in panic]

SOUND
RUNNING FEET ON CRUNCHINESS, TRIPS AND SLAMS INTO A WALL

GARY
[sudden stop to scream, then] uhh...

SOUND
SQUISHY NOISES FOLLOW HIM

PENNY
[piercing shriek, cut off as hand is slapped over mouth]

LINDA
Shh!

SOUND
GRIP, RUSTLE

LINDA
Hold tight!  And be quiet!

SOUND
TAP SHOES RUN THROUGH CRUNCHINESS, THE OTHER DIRECTION.

PENNY
[whispered]  What is it?

LINDA
Star Crunch.

PENNY
Eww.  Mr. Gary better run.  

LINDA
Maybe you shouldn't look.

SOUND
FEET STOP, DOOR PULLED OPEN

GARY
[distant scream, slithery smothered, ends in gurgle]

SOUND
A FEW TAP STEPS, DOOR SLAMS

LINDA
I'm Linda.  What's your name?

PENNY
[small voice] Penny

LINDA
[breathing hard] Ok, Penny, can you help me find a light?

PENNY
I don't know.  It's dark.

LINDA
[sigh]

SOUND
FEELING AROUND.  SMALL ENCLOSED SPACE

LINDA
Aha!

SOUND
CORD PULL LIGHT ON

LINDA
[disappointed] Oh.

PENNY
You think it will find us in here?

LINDA
Yes.  But [seeing something]  I think there's a chance.  I'm gonna lift you up to that vent up there, you see?

PENNY
Uh-huh.

LINDA
I want you to try and get it open.

SOUND
GRIP, RUSTLE, HANDS PADDING UP THE WALL

SOUND
STRUGGLE WITH GRATING.  GRIND, BUT NO BUDGE.

PENNY
It's stuck!

SOUND
SQUISHY NOISES ARE STARTING TO SOUND AGAIN, MUFFLED BUT APPROACHING
LINDA
[yelling] Rose?  Cindy?  Can you hear me?  We need help!

PENNY
Who's that?

LINDA
Some friends who know the vents.

PENNY
They better come quick.

SOUND
SQUISHY NOISES GET CLOSER

MUSIC FADES TO TINNY

SOUND
TWO HONKS, BUT LIKE A QUESTION

GINA
Where's the child?

LINDA
I don't know.  I think she got away.  I left her in the closet, trying to open the vent.

GINA
Those other girls - how long have they been in the vents?

LINDA
I don't know--

ROSE
[echoey]  Since episode 220, but we don't know how long that is.

LINDA
[gasp] Rose?  Cindy?  Did you find Penny?

PENNY
I'm O-K!

LINDA
[tears of joy] Oh, thank goodness.

CINDY
[smug] She's almost too big.  The vents are made for little kids.

GINA
They're probably not made for kids at all...  You want some help getting outta there?

ROSE
[shocked] Out?  We never come out!

CINDY
[duh] It's too dangerous.

LINDA
It's not dangerous here.

ROSE
Uh-huh!

PENNY
You didn't see what I saw back there.

CINDY
WE saw.

PENNY
Right, well after Rose and Cindy saved me--

FLASHBACK MUSIC STARTS TO COME IN

GINA
[musing] If they never come out, how do they go to the toilet?  Scratch that.

SOUND
TWO FERVENTLY AGREEING HONKS

GINA
Don't wanna know.

PENNY
Ew.  Let us tell the story!

LINDA
Yes.  Go on.

ROSE
[excited describing] First, we kicked the grate open-- 

CINDY
And dragged Penny in!

ROSE
[matter of fact]  She's kind of heavy.

PENNY
Hey!  Besides, I helped.  [storytelling voice] So we were in the vents--

CINDY
A lot heavy.

ROSE 
Shh.

MUSIC
SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
CRASHING AND BREAKING OF GLASS AND METAL THINGS

MATILDA
[Screaming in frustration]

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
SOAP OPERA MUSIC SWELLS

BERT
Gloria, You know that your husband gregory--

GLORIA
Gregory?  He's always so busy with his music--

BERT
So, he's out tonight?

GLORIA
He's away.  Business.

BERT
So you're all alone?

SOUND
DOOR SLAMS SHUT

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

BOWIE
Colt?  Boss?  Are you in here?
SOUND
VOICES STARTS TO WARP, CRACK

COLT
[stage whisper]  Bowie!  Stay back!  The whole place is--

SOUND
EXPLOSION

COLT
--boobytrapped.  Bowie?  No!!!

SOUND
CUTS OUT ABRUPTLY, GOES TO TONE, THEN STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

SOUND
BIG CHANNEL DIAL TURNS, CRACKLE OF STATIC

MUSIC
PENNY
After we crawled and squinched our way away from the closet, we saw another vent--

ROSE
A bad vent.  One too close to the bad place.

CINDY
We said to stay back and pass carefully, but Penny wanted to see.

ROSE 
We never want to see.

CINDY
Never ever.

PENNY
I couldn't help  it!  So I looked, and I saw-- um--

GINA
What?

PENNY
I - I'm so sorry Linda!  But - but, I saw it roll in, and Linda was running away, and it ...  it ATE her!

[Closing]
